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MY KINGDOM FOR… A KOT

(KOT is the Greek acronym of the Cyprus Tourism Organisation)

Is it really possible  that the tragic and agonizing scream of Richard III, king of England, “My kingdom for a horse” at the battle of Bosworth Field in 1485, when he fell off his horse and was desperately searching for a horse to save his life and his kingdom, could also apply to President Christofias, who may lose his kingdom (presidency) as a consequence of his taking away the leadership of KOT from his DIKO ally?  Is the cry “My kingdom for  a horse” of Richard III a parallel to a possible “My kingdom for a KOT” of Christofias?

Time will show how aggrieved DIKO, which was deprived of its “dowry” and its share in the spoils of power by Christofias, will inflict its revenge in the long term.  Past history has shown that in Cyprus - and probably elsewhere - nothing is as valuable as power.  So Christofias may have had it.  Apparently he has committed a sacrilege.  

President Christofias is of course faced with a number of other problems as well, connected with the alliance he formed back in 2003.  He has covered with his “allies” a period of “co-operation” of 6 ½ years, which was rife with turbulence and clashes.  And although the glass was cracked all over, the 
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“allies” have been desperately trying to keep it together, not to have it broken into small fragments.  They have been acting for …. the sake of “principles”, as they put it.  Sticking to power was a must to avoid a collapse of “principles”.   

The allies started off with Tassos Papadopoulos as president.  The Annan plan was handed over to them.  On the 14th April 2004 AKEL praised the Annan Plan with a eulogy and with positive comments which nobody else has ever uttered.  AKEL declared officially at its congress:  “The Annan Plan reunites Cyprus.  It creates one sovereignty, one citizenship and one international personality.  It terminates the occupation.  Thirty nine thousand or more troops will depart.  Human rights and fundamental freedoms will be gradually restored.  85.000-90.000 refugees will go back to their homes under Greek Cypriot administration”.  Ten days later AKEL called on its followers to reject the Plan which would reunite Cyprus.

In parallel Tassos was shedding bitter tears at a TV “message to the people”, because the Annan plan was cursed.  However at the same time Tassos declared solemnly on dozens of occasions that he firmly accepted the “cursed plan”  as the basis of negotiations for a solution to the Cyprus problem.  I set out two examples out of the many instances of Tassos’ declarations:   
First example:  On the 9th May 2004 (fifteen days after the referendum) Tassos stated in London:  “We have to persevere, we have to demand that a few amendments should be effected in regard to the Annan plan, which will make the plan acceptable to the Greek Cypriots, which will satisfy their concerns”.

Second example:  On the 28th September 2004 Tassos declared:  “We support and remain firm on the standpoint that the solution to the Cyprus 
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problem will be achieved within the framework of the Annan Plan for a bizonal, bicommunal federation”.  

One might ask:  Who is fooling whom in this country?  How could such a nonsensical and incoherent attitude fit into and be compatible with a country which is under occupation?  How could one turn white into black so easily?  The answer is simple:  This island, which is under occupation, is also “The island of the Saints” This is how it was called in the past by historians, conversant with the sanctity of Cypriots.  So, when saints are around, there are miracles as well.  Many things become dιvine and possible.  What is incredible may become credible, especially when it is accompanied by a position in a ministry or a state organization, on account of principles…        
In the year 2008 the alliance had a new leader.  In the midst of a lot of turbulence, Tassos, who was not “a solution-oriented president” was ousted  and replaced by “solution-oriented” Christofias.  Despite the fact that the allies slaughtered each other   from August 2007 to February 2008, they managed to mend and restore somehow their relations, through the “magic touch” which is omnipresent in the “Island of the Saints”.

And what about now?  I personally believe that Christofias is really a solution-oriented president.  However in his quest of a solution (after we rejected 15 better proposals in the past 60 years) he will have to go through a very bumpy road, which is partly of his own making, as a result of his options during the last five-year period.
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Christofias knows very well that a realistic solution lies beyond the point of acceptance by his allies.  His allies do not even approve of the commencement of the talks.  If they would only care to cross to the north, so that they could assess the situation more objectively, they would have realized that the north of Cyprus has already been converted into a  Constantinoupolis.  So when would they consent to have the dialogue started?  When there will be nothing at all to talk about?
Some of these people live in the past. They have lost touch with realism.   They adopt slogans and positions which will not only solidify the Turkish occupation and the partition of Cyprus but will furthermore bring about the occupation of the whole of Cyprus by Turkey.
This paradoxical and moribund coalition will break down if Christofias proceeds with the solution of the Cyprus problem.  It is already in a shaky form.  Christofias and his allies differ on the Cyprus problem.  They differ on the economy.  They do not see eye to eye on internal affairs.  They are miles apart on the splitting and distribution of the spoils of power.  
I wrote many times in my articles in the past and I pursued it when I was in politics:  if there is still a margin for the salvation of this country, a Grand Coalition (even an unofficial one) between the President, the Rally Party and AKEL will be necessary on the question of Cyprus.  The two parties are supported by 70% of the electorate.  They differ on a number of issues but in the framework of Europe the edge is taken off many of their disputes.  And, any way, the interests of Cyprus should prevail. 

The Rally Party on a number of occasions extended a hand of support and solidarity to the President on the national issue, when he was attacked by his 
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“allies” during the past 18 months.  The support was valuable.  However Christofias did not respond.  He absorbed the solidarity in a passive way, without a signal of satisfaction.  The expressionless demeanour of the President caused annoyance.  It started eating away the confidence…   
The four months which will follow will be crucial.  The displeased (in many ways) allies of the President will not shelve their perennial differences with him on Cyprus, they will not let him on the horse of power to pursue a solution.  And when the President is unhorsed and screams on the battlefield “My kingdom for a horse”, the Democratic Rally will probably be the only party which might offer to save him and the country.
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